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VIII. A Letter from Sir Robert Sibbald #o
Dr. Martin Lilter Coll. Med. Lond. & S. R. S.
containing an Account of feweral Shells obfer-
wed by bim in Scotland.

S IR,

Received yours, and the Exercitationes Medicinales,
I for which I give you many thanks. Tam perfwaded
the Method you take for promoting Learnirg is the
beft, your joining the Antient and Modern Learning
together, in my Opinion doth both illuftrate and-ad-
vance our Art. Your late picces, Ihope, will prevail
with fome'to abate of that Contempt they had of the
Ancient Phifitians ; your Explaining in your Exercita-
tio Anatomica Tertia, the way the Stone is produced
in the Bladder, from the way that Shells and Pearlsare
produced, and.from the Petrifications that are made by
Mineral Waters is moft fatisfying in my Opinion, and
preferable to what T havefeen Written by any other. I
have feen fome of the Stones takenout of the Bladder
broak, which confifted of many Coats, like the Skins
of an Onion. We have fome Waters.that Petrifie.
Upon the Northfide of the Firth of Forth, fome eighe
Miles from the City, there is a Cove clofe upon the
Sea, the Roof of which is covered with a Stalagmites
a Foot deep, hike the Fringe of a-Bed; the upp:r coat
isof a Sea-colour, the Juiceis as white as.the Sal Pru-
nelle; the Water which droppethfrom it, if it touch
the Skin, maketh it fmart : Near to this{ame Cove, is
a picce of an Hollow Rock ;° which withia, from tie
top to the bottom, is full of {o many orders of Columns,
refembling the Pipes of a Church-Organ, and fome of
different Figures ; 1brcke 2 fmall one aad found f'm“-
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what hollow in the middle. All the Ground in this
place is full of Lime-ftone.

You defired in yoursa Collection of Skells from this
place, [ forbore to write hoping to have gotten {ome,
but have notbeen fo happy yet, for that there is littie
or no Communication with the Inhabitants of the Ifles,
the Seatsfo infefted with Pyrates. I am promifed by a
Friend who 1s going to Sky a Parcel, which if Iget
them 1T fhall fend to you ; in the mean time 1 thoughe
it might be acceptable to you, to give an Account of
the rareft L have feen found here, or in our Ifles : If I
could have had your Hiftoria or Synopfts Methodica Con-
chiliorum, 1 could have digefted them in better Order ;
but tho’ I gave feveral Commiffions to our Book-fellers
that went for Lowdon, I could never have it yer, they
faid to me it was not to be found in the Shops. I have
entreated the Gentleman who delivereth this Letter to
you, toknow of you where it may be had, Iamin
hopes to learn much of Shells from it : Bowani giveth
but little light inthis matter.

Of the Univalves.

The rarcft are 1. the Nautilus Falconeri , the Shell
was fent me by a Fricad from the North, and was broken
by lying among® the Stones upon the Shoar : The
Structure is marvellous where the Animal lyeth, there
are two Decks vifible one above auother of a Pear! Co-
lour ; there is a hole in the upper Deck naturally, thro’
which may be feen the other Deck at fome diftance froin
the upper, and fuch another hole in it ; the higher
part of the Shell which refembleth a Helmir ; where it
is broken fheweth feveral vaulied divifion,betwixt which
a Tube pafleth that is hollow, they are of the Colour
of Pearl too. The outmoft Coat of the Shell is of adark
Grey Colour, which is much worn off in this, and
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there appeareth a {mooth Coat, with Brown and White
Stroaks.

The next to this is that which Boccone. in his Recher-
ches calleth the Pediculus Ceri , itis of one Valve,
but what isfingular, it is open at both ends; the Stru-
&ure of it, both within, and withour, is very curious ;
the Animal was fo dryed I could not diftinguith the parts
of it, but it muft be of an odd thape if it fit the finuous
Caverns that are in the inncr part of the Shell.

The Teffudo Marina Squamofais fometimes ca in up-
on the Orkney Iles, the Shell of one was fent to me,
was two Foot in length, aad of a proportionable breadth.
There is a great variety of the Parelle or Limpets found
in the Ifle of Sky. Mr. Martin my Friend, a curi-
ous Gentleman, who was born there, and {ometimes
ftayeth there thewed me thefe following.

Befides the common Patella there is one of a middle
fize of a'dark Grey Colour, which is much flatt er then
the common Patella; the Circle about the Peak isof a
lighter Colour, there are many Strie runsfrom the
Peak to the Border, and it hath another larger Circle
near the Border.

There is another flat one raifed too of a Grey Colour.

There is a Conical Limpet raifed with the Peak White,
anda Circle below it of an Orange Colour, the reft be-
low that of thefame Colour variegated with black Spots.

There is a Conical one too of a middle fize, fmooth
and brownifh with a white Peak.

There is an Oval Limpet of a fucal fize, thin and tran-
fparent, the Peak of a dark Colour ; inthe Convex part
b,cftlow the middle, there are fome blew Lines very beau-
tiful.

There is a great varicty of the Trochi likewife.

The Trochus albidus maculis rubentibus diftinctus, a
large fort of the fame, ahd a leffer fort. A
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A Trochus of a middle fize of the Colour of Pearlall
over,which he told me he took up fo out of the Sands.

A Trochus of a reddith Colour, marked with Spots
that are dark.

A Trochus of a Colour betwixt Blew and Grey, mark-
ed with dark Spots, this had a Cancelus n it.

And Mr. Martin {aid he was told, thatthere was inthe
1lle of Skya Trochus of a Gold Colour.

Cochlea Umbilicata.

There is 2 fmall fort of the Cochlea Umbilicata, with
Waves of a brown Colowr upon a white Ground.

There is a lefler Cochlea Tmbilicata , with darker
Waves upon a white Ground.

Cochlea Fafciata.

There is a {mall Cochlea Fafciara with the] Fafcie
brown, upon a white Ground.

Another of that fort, with the Fafcie darker upon a
pale Ground.

A fmall cochlea Yellow all over.

A fmall Cachlea of an Orange Colour.

A fmall one of abrown Colour, {mooth, with waved
Lines of a dark Colour.

Nerita.
There is a {mall Neriza of an Orange Colour.
QOne of the Cochlee Convins of a fmaller fort, of an

Oker Colour.
Of the Bivalves.
There is great variety of the Pectines we call here

Clams.

One of the middle fize, withtwo Ears very White.

One of a dark Colour, varicgated with white ftroaks
and fpots.

Of theleaft fort, about the fize of the Roman Silver
Medals, and fome Ilefs. )

One with two Ears, with Orange Spots, upon a white
Ground. One
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One entirely of anOrange Colour.

One of a Purplith Colour.

One variegated like a Gilly-flower, with broad purp-
lith aod white Spots. The Lines of this run tranfverE:.

As do thefe, one with reddith and white troaks.

One with white Spots upon an Orange Ground.
One with a white Ground and dark Spots.

With the Lines Perpendicular.

Oae with two Ears with a dark Ground, and the Lines
white and {treight.

One of an Ear of a Purplith Colour.

One or an Ear Brownifh, the upper part of the Shell
raifed fomewhat above the edge, and the edge is more
firiated. Of the Telline.

One with white and blew Fafciz.

One with the Fafciz yellowith and obfcure.

Of the Concha leves.

One large with the Fafciz dark, and fome white lines
running from the Peak to the Border.

Oncof a middlefize, with the Fafcia blewifh, upon
white perpendicular ftriz. [Ground.

A third leaft of all, with white Fafcie upon a reddifh

A Pectunculus with a Falcixz of a greyifh Colour, and
three ftreight Lines.

A Peden of a fmall fize,confifting as it were of 4 Shells,
each of them raifed fomewhat above another,of a greyith
blew Colour. Of the Quinquevalve.

‘We have one fort of the Pholas beft defcribed by you.

And the Barnacle which 1 call Concha quinquevalvis
Animal fui generis continen< variis cirrhis caudh rotun-
d4 Rugosa inftructum. Dr. Balflour found Eggs inthe
Cauda of it.

if any of thele feem curious, T fhall endeavour to
procure of them for you, and what elfe may be accep-
rable to you.

Ccc IX, 4r



